PROBLEMS OF THE FUTURE
patience of restraint has been artistically ex-
aggerated by Loti and other writers on this
fruitful subject. It is possible that, looking
down from latticed windows on the emancipated
wives of foreigners, who sometimes indeed visit
them in the harem and instil discontent, they
may envy them their liberty; but it is an absurd
deduction to assume that they must therefore
conceive a grand passion for the first erotic
Frenchman who ogles them. As a work of
romance, Loti's Desenchantees is delightful read-
ing ; but as a study of the facts, it is contemptible.
True, their present lot is not a high one. Yet,
looking at the matter broadly, and without racial
or religious bias, it would be hard to prove that
the pampered plaything of a pacha's harem is in
much worse repute than those women of Christen-
dom whom the genial Chrysostom defined as
radix malorum. The trouble is not so much that
the average Turkish woman is actually disgusted
with her empty and purposeless existence, as
that she ought to be. In some matters, indeed,
though this may be news to English readers, the
Mohammedan woman is in better case than her
Christian sister. Her property is her own, before
marriage and after, and she cannot be divorced
without having her dot returned in full. On the
other hand, her inferiority is somewhat emphati-
265